[Elderly and disease: a philosophic glance].
Cancer in elderly patients is the sign of a biosocial mutation of the human societies. It is a complex problem with multiple aspects--namely health care, economic, environmental considerations. This objective description is not sufficient: the psychological and emotional aspects of the life of elderly patients must also be evoked. To respect the autonomy and freedom of the patient, personalized healthcare are requested, and the conception of ageing must change. double dagger.